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No sooner had we launched Skolasajf 2019 ‘My Travel Journal’, that we were
finding ourselves attending Talent Shows and Open Days, to celebrate with the staff
and with the children, another edition of Skolasajf being over.
The author Stephen King once described time as the thief of memory; a truly apt
description in this case, as Coordinators and staff alike looked at each other in
amazement on their last day, and exclaimed “Where did the time go?’”
Good thing that there are hundreds of photos to record the vast list of activities that
were ongoing in each centre. The photos can be accessed on the FES Facebook page,
but hereunder is a small selection, with photos grouped according to the type of
activities and events. We present these postcards with pride, for they represent not
only the hard work and commitment of the staff, but also the value of non formal
education, and the long lasting effect on the children who benefitted from it.

Spread out along this newsletter are some feedback quotes received at Head Office,
from parents and guardians. Would have wanted to include of all the centres, but
space is limited; however rest assured that they were all passed to the respective
centres, serving as motivation to continue on their path of good practice.
Was the running smooth everywhere, every time? That would have been a Utopia.
Were there hiccups that were dealt with by the Centre’ and Head Office’s staff? Of
course; that is the reality.
Were there successful events and satisfied children and parents? A big YES for this
one, and these occurrences surpassed in total number and empowerment effect, any
incidents that may have happened.
While the majority of the Centres’ staff are taking a well deserved break before
embarking on their next scholastic year as students or workers, hundreds more are
still in employment working during the Klabb 3-16 service. That includes the FES
Head Office staff, who is concurrently running Skolasajf post-mortem exercises, and
planning accordingly. Parents and staff are volunteering feedback. We welcome it
and are grateful for it, for the building of the road for next year’s journey has already
begun.

In addition to:

192 Outings organised by FES
384 centre based activities organised by FES
49 Talent Shows
11 Open Days

Environmental awareness within the locality of Gzira was the subject of the
collaboration between the Gzira Skolasajf Centre and the Gzira Local Council. The
children of Gzira and the Local Council teamed up to plant four olive trees, which
are a nowadays reclaiming their place in the Maltese agriculture and landscape.
The children met with the Mayor and the members of the Local Council, and
accompanied by parents, Skolasajf staff, and other guests, they planted four olive
trees in the Council of Europe Garden, in Gzira.

Above: Gzira Mayor, Mr Conrad Borg Manche’, is seen helping one of the
children plant one of the olive trees.

The resources needed to organise and manage Skolasajf are huge, both in terms of
human, financial, and material resources. While the Ministry of Education supports
this national project to the full, we also have the support of over 45 partners, who
have contributed their time and expertise to bring to the children, an eclectic
programme of activities that caters towards different areas of interest. Ranging
from government departments to non government organisations, from sports
associations to students’ associations, from local councils to local artists, we
couldn’t be prouder of the fruitful relationship that we have built with them. The
12,000 Skolasajf children and all of the FES employees say a big Thank You to all.
A worthy mention goes also to two sponsors who have contributed to the success of
this year’s Skolasajf.
This is the sixth consecutive year since when started FES organising Skolasajf, and
Paolo Bonnici Ltd have supported FES throughout by sponsoring the Sports
Programme and the Healthy Breakfast initiative through Weetabix. This year the
sponsorship consisted of a considerable donation to buy sports equipment, and also
a reward of a certificate of participation for every student who attended Skolasajf.
FES would like to show its appreciation for this support, and also extend its thanks
to Mr Joseph Sammut, the Sales Manager at Paolo Bonnici Ltd, for his constant
support.

Another sponsor is the EcoGozo Regional Development Directorate within the
Ministry for Gozo. For the second consecutive year, EcoGozo have sponsored a
number of outings for the Gozo Skolasajf Centres, by supplying free transportation.
This generous gesture has enabled the Gozo centres to overcome the limitations
faced by small centres, and to enjoy trips to different places of interest in Gozo.

Skolasajf 2019 ‘My Travel Journal’ came to a close on 6th September 2019.
For our scores of partners, it was quite a summer experience, but which they
enjoyed doing. For hundreds of our workers in the centres, it marked the end of
their summer job, and a return to their studies or full time employment. During
their last week, they sung their lungs out in the concerts, choreographed some nifty
moves for the kids, and then said their goodbyes to the children and to their colleagues.
In the name of the FES Chairperson Ms Elena Borg, the Board of Directors, the CEO
Mr Dermot Galea, and the rest of the team at FES Head Office, we wish to express a
sincere Thankyou to all the partners and staff members, for the hard work and
commitment towards making this edition of Skolasajf a success.

Thousands of children will be returning to their school desks armed with
good memories, news skills, and useful knowledge. This was possible thanks
to all of you; you couldn’t have given them better gifts!
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