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Whilst Skolasajf 2020 is well into its first month, with all the Regional
Coordinators, Centre Coordinators, Playworkers, Sports Playworkers and Child
Support Workers busy getting creative, Childcare Centres are finally getting
back into a routine of care, learning and fun. In fact, we are seeing an increase
in the
number of children attending. Whilst we are adapting to
a new normality, parents are becoming more and more confident
that their children are back at the centre, happy, and that their
minds at rest.
Let’s take a look

Spend a day at some of our centres

There is a never a dull moment at our childcare centres. Numerous activities take
place that keep the children busy and engaged throughout their time at the
centre. Follow the children’s curiosity through these pictures and captions.

As we are preparing for the next scholastic year, applications for Bridge
Holidays and Klabb 3-16 will open soon. Please jot down in your diary the dates
for the Bridge Holidays and the commencement of Klabb 3-16.

The Foundation for Educational Services (FES) in collaboration with the Institute
for Education (IfE) is organising Professional Development sessions for Playworkers. These sessions will lead to part-time employment as Playworkers within the Klabb 3-16 and Skolasajf Centres of the FES.
If you like working with children, have already some experience with working
with children, or a parent with some time on your hands, then this may be the
course for you. This course is ideal for those who do not have formal
qualification in this sector and will allow you to apply for the post of
playworker with FES.
The course consists of:
•

An introductory session on FES and its services

•

A 40-hour Job shadowing placement in a FES Klabb 3-16

•

Six lectures of 2 hours each:
Lecture 1 - Dealing with Challenging Behaviour and Disabilities
Lecture 2 - Communication and Teamwork
Lecture 3 - Classroom Management
Lecture 4 - Activity Design, Implementation & Evaluation
Lecture 5 - Diversity and Inclusion

•

First Aid Course

•

Evaluation of Lectures including Practice Placement

For more information please visit: https://recruitment.fes.gov.mt/Home/Profile?
eq=qnl2c5pzkxI%3d

Deadline is : 31st August 2020

As part of its corporate social responsibility, the Foundation for Educational
Services presented a cheque of €955 to the Director of Caritas Malta, Mr.
Anthony Gatt.
FES is proud to be of service to the community.

2 mins with 2 of our employees……..
Name : Kyle Darmanin
Role : Playworker/Sports Playworker
This is your 3rd year of Skolasajf. What makes you come
back every year?
I joined the team as a way to earn some extra cash during the
summer months. However, from the very first day I realised it was
more than just earning money.
During my first year, I found out how a teacher should communicate and more
importantly teach in a classroom. Hopefully this will eventually help me to reach
my goal in becoming a P.E. teacher.
At the end of the summer holidays, my colleagues and I all feel a sense of
sadness. You get used to the shouting and loud noises generated by happy
children in the school corridors. I miss their energy and enthusiasm at the end of
summer school.
Every year, my role changes, however, I will never lose that interest to engage
and teach the students!
What are the challenges you face at centre? And how do you overcome
them?
It is quite a tough challenge to prepare a daily schedule for the centre where one
has to keep in mind the COVID-19 guidelines. However, we always keep in mind
that the regulations need to be respected for a safer environment.
Having both worked as a playworker and a sports playworker, the most
challenging part is keeping students engaged throughout the day. However, we
prepare proper exercises related to the theme every week before entering a class.
And we always prepare for the day with a smile.
Seeing children who are engaged and happy, one realises that one is on the right
track. That means that the students are enthusiastic and love your work and they
want to participate in the activities that are being provided.
Mention one moment that you cherish in Skolasajf
The outdoor activities. These are really helpful because students need some fresh
air and without doubt their energy levels are at their highest. Therefore, a sports
playworker or a playworker should always have an energising break with their
students where a small activity such as ‘lions and tigers’ or ‘prisoners’ are played
to use their energy .

Name : Victoria Mansueto
Role : Playworker
This is your first year working in Skolasajf? How does it
feel for you?
I started working with FES as a Playworker during Skolasajf,
this year. It was challenging to follow all the regulations,
policies and restrictions that resulted with the COVID-19
situation. I was entrusted a class of the age group 6-7. After a
week or two, I started to settle down; using a variety of icebreaking activities, I started to learn new things about the
children of my class. We got to know each other quite well. Since my job is
working as a kindergarten educator, this was quite an easy experience for me.
Through the help of the FES programme manual I managed to get different ideas
and I focused on these ideas. The coordinator and the PERs of the school are the
best people I
ever met. They are very supportive and always ready to lend a
helping hand when needed.
What are the challenges you face on a daily basis and how you overcome
them?
During the first 3 weeks of Skolasajf, the biggest challenge I faced was to keep
the children occupied between activities and during clean-up. This bothered me,
and I knew at once that I needed to remedy the situation. Although not
encouraged and to use as a last resort, we printed some drawing templates and
left them on the desk for children to draw. I also printed and laminated A4, bodies
of monsters and their different body parts, and children created different
monsters. Along with these I printed some princess dresses and dolls and the girls
in the class, dressed the dolls with different dresses/shirts/pants etc. This way we
kept the children occupied while other children finished their activities.
What type of activity do you like most doing at the centre?
During Skolasajf, the theme I enjoyed most was planning and implementing the
theme 'Cultures and Celebrations.' At first I was a bit anxious on what activities
suited this theme. Along with another playworker, we came up with a solution,
which was exploring one country a day - Malta, Venice, Spain, China, France. My
favourite two activities were the Chinese Lanterns and Spanish pinatas. From the
Chinese Lanterns, children learnt about the Loy Krathong festival, which is
celebrated when rain stops in China. From the pinatas, they learnt that they
originated from Spain, and many countries followed this tradition. This theme was
ideal to help the children learn about the different traditions and cultures all
around the world. Such activities are ideal in school since they make all
the children feel welcomed and proud of their heritage.
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