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March has been a bustling month for FES. It was a month which saw all
the FES services in full swing, especially with the ongoing recruitment
for Skolasajf, and the opening of the children’s applications.
Progress on the recruitment process is well ahead, though still ongoing.
Applicants who are interested to fill in any of the remaining posts can
apply by accessing the FES recruitment portal. This link takes the
applicant to the FES Recruitment portal, which lists all the available
roles and corresponding job descriptions. These jobs include Centre
Coordinators, Playworkers, Child Support Workers, and Sports
Playworkers.

The application window for the Skolasajf
2019 service opened on 27th March 2019.
During a press conference at the Ministry
for Education and Employment, the
Parliamentary Secretary for Youths, Sports
and Voluntary Organisations. Hon Dr
Clifton Grima thanked FES for the year
long work involved in organising Skolasajf.
Dr Grima remarked that this form of non
compulsory education offers children an
educational experience in a non formal setting, that enables them to social and
personal skills that are transferable to other
areas of their lives.
The CEO of FES, Mr Dermot Galea, referred to the programme of
activities, which this year will be governed by the theme My Travel
Journal. It will present children with various experiences both at centre
level and outside of the centre. He also thanked the ever increasing
number of partners who offer their service for Skolasajf.
The applications for Skolasajf will remain open till 12th May 2019.
One can apply in various ways:


Via the FES website at https://services.fes.gov.mt/



From the websiet www.servizz.gov.mt



At the MEDE One Stop Shop for assisted online applications



At all Maltapost branches

Any queries can be addressed on the phone line 22586810.
More information about this event can be accessed at the FES website.

The accessibility for the Skolasajf
service has been increased by the
online application process.
Applicants can use this method from
anywhere, any time. Those who may
need help can visit the One Stop Shop
at MEDE, where they will be assisted
to affect the application online.
Another useful resource is the online
instructional video which takes the
applicant through the application
process, with step by step
instructions.
Once the online application process is completed, the applicant will
receive a confirmation via email, which should be kept as a receipt.

The new Skolasajf logo was launched during the press conference to
announce the opening of the Skolasajf applications. The new logo was
inspired by the winning entry submitted by Elaia Galea.
The second runner up was Amanda Galea, while the third place was
claimed by the Klabb 3-16 Centre of M’Scala who submitted a
collective artwork. The centre was represented by the centre
coordinator Mr Steve Grima.
More information about the Skolasajf Competition can be accessed on
the FES website.

The winners of the Skolasajf Logo
Competition are shown being
presented with their gifts by the
Parliamentary Secretary for Youths,
Sports and Voluntary Organisations.
Hon Dr Clifton Grima.
Clockwise from top left are Elaia Galea,
Amanda Galea and Steve Grima.

The Foundation for Educational
Services has registered as a member
of the Early Childhood Development
Association of Malta ( ECDAM). This
association provides monthly
lectures on various topics that
address the needs of the child in
early development.
This registration as an organisation enables the staff of FES to attend
the monthly lectures that focus on continuous professional development
of workers within the early childhood sector. The lectures are delivered
by local and foreign professionals in the field.
During the last three months, members benefitted from lectures that
featured titles such as Quality Interaction with Babies and Toddlers,
Supporting Children’s Experiences with Mathematics in the Early Years,
Noticing and Responding to Young Children's Interests and Inquiries,
The Magic of Tantrums, and the most recent being Learning through
Play in Early Childhood.

The Klabb 3-16 Centre at Sliema has been
very busy over the past few weeks.
Under the guidance of the Centre Coordinator
Ms Michelle Debono, the Carnival holidays were celebrated with an
array of colourful costumes, and the building of small floats that flexed
the children's artistic skills.

Another project undertaken by both the children and the playworkers at
the centre, was a recycling one that serves also as an embellishment
project. Large packaging cardboard boxes were retained and used to
create a colourful puppet theatre.
This fairy tale like structure is a welcome addition to the Kinder area
and serves to enhance the storytelling and role play sessions during the
implementation of the programme.
More information about activities in other Klabb 3-16 Centres can be
found on the FES Facebook page.

The FES has teamed up with SportMalta to offer the Move 360
Programme in the Klabb 3-16 Centres of Paola, St Paul’s Bay and
Mellieha.
SportMalta is the Government of Malta's entity for the development and
promotion of Sport in Malta. The collaboration with SportMalta was
made possible thanks to the support of the SportMalta CEO Mr Mark
Cutajar, and also the assistance of Rose Marie Mercieca, National
Coordinator at SportMalta.

The programme is targeted at children aged between 8 to 10 years of
age and focuses on healthy eating, HW help, and physical activity. The
programme spans over 5 weeks and is in operation twice a week. The
children are guided in the sessions of physical activity by professional
coaches from SportMalta, and helped in their academic work by the FES
HW Tutors.

The aim of this collaboration with
SportMalta is part of the ongoing drive
by FES to continue to motivate the
children to lead a more active lifestyle.
The whole programme aims to help
children become aware of the benefits
that are derived from physical activity,
and keep a record of their improvement along the five weeks.
FES would like to thank the Centre Coordinators Mr Alan Borg (Paola), Ms
Julie Galea (St Paul’s Bay), and Ms
Miriam Busuttil (Mellieha), for their
assistance in the implementation of
this programme.

Dr Jonathan Camenzuli, Education Officer Inclusive Education from
the National School Support Services (NSSS), has delivered a talk
about Challenging Behaviour at the Imgarr Klabb 3-16 Centre.

All the staff members talked about different scenarios that they face
when carrying out their duty, and Dr Camenzuli discussed with them
appropriate coping mechanisms that can help them take charge of the
situation. The staff were in this way given information and practical
solutions when faced with difficult situations, such as oppositional
behaviour, hyperactive behaviour, and aggressive language among
others.
Mr Mario Schembri, the Centre Coordinator at Klabb 3-16 Imgarr,
described the talk as a fruitful meeting that had the desired outcome
with all the staff. This was principally because the meeting was focused,
practical, and informative, and allowed ample time for discussion.

Name: Roderick Cilia
Occupation: Teacher and Centre
Coordinator at Klabb 3-16 Mosta
Describe a memorable moment in
your Klabb 3-16 and Skolasajf
experience:
Throughout these last 6 years that I have
been a Klabb 3-16 Coordinator, I have
encountered numerous memorable
moments, but one which I will always
remember is when we organised a fundraising activity at one of the centres I
was in charge of.
We were a bit apprehensive of the fact that the children will not attend
as it was Santa Marija week. The name of the event was Odd hat and
cool shades day. The children came to school wearing a custom-made
hat and the funkiest sunglasses they could come up with.
It was an awesome experience seeing all those colourful and original
hats together with sunglasses. The children were eager to show off
their creations and also share their experience of how, together with
their parents, they came up with a very creative look.
During the activity the children also learnt about sun safety and the
importance of covering your head with a hat, your body with clothing.
whilst covering your eyes with sunglasses, when staying for long hours
in the sun. It was also a very altruistic experience as the children
collected a good sum of money of charity. However for me, it was also
a testimonial of the fun the children have at Skolasajf as the turn out
was incredible, even if it was the mythical St Maria week where usually
everything comes to a stand still on the island....but not at that centre.

My years as an educator have taught me ...... that children need to
be listened to, and that they want to be involved in everything that
concerns them. Sometimes we take it for granted that we must take
important decisions for them since they are still young, but you will be
amazed at how creative they can be. Their input in matters concerning
their own lives can be a real eye opener and will help the ‘adults’ to
make better decisions.

Name: Stephanie Gatt
Occupation: I am currently during my
fourth and final year at the University of
Malta, following the course of Bachelors of
Education (Honours) in Nutrition, Family
and Consumer Studies. For the past 4
years, I have been working as a part-time
Playworker with Klabb 3-16 and also as a
Playworker with Extra Responsibilities
during SkolaSajf. I am currently a PW at
the M’Scala Klabb 3-16 Centre.
Inspiring motivation behind my work with children: I started my
career with FES as a summer job. However, it soon become a most
rewarding experience, which led me to continue this job for four
consecutive years. I love the fact that at work no single day is the
same. Personally, I believe that my main responsibility is to assist the
children to accomplish their maximum potential and to enable them to
feel happier and better about themselves. I feel motivated by the fact
that when I leave the school at the end of the shift, I know that I have
helped make a difference in the lives of my students. Seeing the smiles
on their faces and watching them improve makes me look forward to
work.
A student who has taught me something: During these years
working as a Playworker, I have encountered various students from
whom I have learnt a lot. However, one student whom I will definitely
never forget, is a student who lacks verbal communication. Despite the
challenges that the student encounters, both socially and academically,
she still fights to reach her goals in life. This student has taught me to
never underestimate my potential and continue working to achieve my
goals. Consequently, I always try to convey this message to all my
students.

The Playworkers’ Course is in its 7th round of lectures, and is proving to be
a successful medium in preparing prospective playworkers to work during
Klabb 3-16 and Skolasajf.
These courses are being held in conjunction with the Institute for
Education, but they start off at the FES Head Office. The first encounter is
an induction session that introduces the course participants to the
Foundation and its services. The course participants are addressed by the
Heads and Managers of the various department, who give an overview of
the function of each section. They are also assigned a centres where they
carry out a 40-hour job shadowing experience.

These induction sessions enable the participants to settle any queries that
they may have, and will be in a better position to frame the contents of the
lectures within the context of the Klabb 3-16 and Skolasajf services.

The job opportunities available within the Foundation for Educational
Services are varied and within different services. Each role requires
particular skills and offers its particular rewarding aspects. These are
being presented in a series of video interviews to help the general
public and prospective applicants understand the work experience in
the different roles.

All these clips can be accessed on the You Tube Channel of the
Foundation for Educational Services.
The Channel also presents a number of testimonial clips by parents
who have made use of the Skolasajf and Klabb 3-16 services.

The Foundation for Educational Services is an equal opportunities
employer, that offers a number of employment prospects. The current
job listings in the different services offered by FES can be found at
recruitment.fes.gov.mt/
For additional information or assistance with applications, applicants
are invited to send an email on hr.fes@gov.mt

To remove your name from our mailing list, or for any questions and comments, please
click here

